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Reading DesCartes: Reading Comprehension (Informational)
Skills: Constructing Meaning

	Students:
	DesCartes Skills:

(Highlight the skills related to your chosen standard/concept) DesCartes statements unrelated to these standards are not included in this document.)

	
	RIT Above 230:
• Locates, interprets, and draws conclusions from complex informational text 

	
	RIT 221-230:
• Locates, interprets, and draws conclusions from complex informational text
• Locates and paraphrases information in complex informational text

	
	RIT 211-220:
• Locates information in informational text 
• Locates and paraphrases information in complex informational text
• Summarizes complex informational text 

	
	RIT 201-210:
• Locates information in informational text 
• Locates information and draws conclusions from complex informational text
• Locates and summarizes information in informational passages containing compound subjects or objects
• Summarizes informational text (1-2 paragraphs)  

	
	RIT 191-200:
• Locates and summarizes information in informational passages containing compound subjects or objects

• Locates and paraphrases information in informational text (5-6 paragraphs)

• Restates information found in informational text
• Paraphrases information found in complex informational text 
• Synthesizes information found in informational text

• Identifies the main idea of informational text
• Identifies the main idea in short informational text (1 to 3 paragraphs)

• Identifies the main idea of informational text (complex sentences and paragraphs) 

	
	RIT 181-190:
• Paraphrases information in  informational text 
• Paraphrases information found in complex informational text 
• Identifies details in an informational text 
• Restates supporting details in informational text (1 to 3 paragraphs)

	
	RIT 171-180:
• Paraphrases information in informational text 
• Identifies the main idea of informational text (3 to 6 simple sentences)


	Lesson Title: Kalākaua Questions

	Standard/Concept for All:
LA 1.2.5: Ask and answer who, what, when, why, where, and how questions about what is read

LA 2.4.2: Form and use the following grammatical constructions correctly when editing writing: interrogative sentences
LA 3.2.3: Identify the main idea or problem and solution in a text

LA 3.5.5: Write with increased sentence variety by using compound subjects, questions, or dialogue

LA 4.2.5: Summarize main points found in informational texts

LA 7.2.4: Use paraphrasing and summarizing to explain a text

	


	Introduction: (Get Attention; Connect to Prior Knowledge)
- “In school a lot of the time you have to ask questions asked by your teachers.  Today you are going to get a chance to ask the questions.”
- Use this lesson at any point during the reading of the book to focus on 1-3 chapters.  Takes 1-2 class periods (possible 1 class period to write the questions and 1 to answer).

	

	For Students Ready for a Challenge: 
Lesson/Activity, Resources & Means of Assessment:
- Same as below

- Differentiate by exchanging questions between students with similar RIT levels, so each is more likely to get questions to answer that are an appropriate level of difficulty.

	For Most Students:
Lesson/Activity:
Part 1: Write the Questions

- Tell students which chapters they will be using for the assignment.  If they haven’t read these chapters, have the students read them or read them as a class.

- Hand out the die/cubes from the next page (or label foam cubes with the same words). You may have 2-3 students share a die/cube or provide one for each student.  Another option:  Have one die/cube for the whole class and have everyone use the same starter words.

- The die/cube has sides that say: Who, What, Where, When, Why, & How

- Have each student roll the die/cube three times.  On a piece of paper, they should write down the word that appears on the die/cube, even if they get the same word more than once.
- For the selected chapters, each student should write three questions that get at the most important ideas in those chapters.  The questions must each start with a word they rolled on the cube.

(Using the cube helps them create questions that get at detail and don’t allow for “yes/no” answers.)

Part 2: Answer the Questions
- Have students trade questions with a student who has a similar RIT score.  Or collect the questions from the students and hand them out to students for whom the written questions are appropriately challenging.  By exchanging papers between students with similar RIT scores, it will be more likely that each student will get to answer questions that are not too easy or too difficult.

- Have students use the book to answer the questions in writing.
Resources:

- David Kalākaua by Ruby Hasegawa Lowe
Means of Assessment:
- Check questions.  Do the questions written highlight the most important ideas from the text?
- Check responses:  Did the students answer the questions correctly?



	For Students Needing Extra Support:
Lesson/Activity, Resources & Means of Assessment:
- Same as above
- Differentiate by exchanging questions between students with similar RIT levels, so each is more likely to get questions to answer that are an appropriate level of difficulty.

	

	Closure/Summary for All:
- How did the questions compare to the ones you are usually asked by teachers?  Harder? Easier?
- Did the questions you answered focus on the most important ideas?

- What makes a question a “good” question?
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