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Reading DesCartes: Reading Comprehension (Informational)
Skills: Constructing Meaning

	Students:
	DesCartes Skills:

(Highlight the skills related to your chosen standard/concept)

	
	RIT Above 230:
• Locates, interprets, and draws conclusions from complex informational text 

	
	RIT 221-230:
• Locates, interprets, and draws conclusions from complex informational text
• Evaluates passages to determine the bias found in informational text 
• Describes characteristics to consider when evaluating the validity of informational text 
• Evaluates to select the most valid conclusion that is limited to the evidence provided by informational texts (3 or more paragraphs containing multiple complex sentences and more difficult vocabulary)

	
	RIT 211-220:
• Evaluates validity of information in informational text 
• Infers author's viewpoint/attitude in informational text
• Infers the author's feelings toward the subject of informational text 
• Infers the author's intended purpose for an informational passage (to inform)

• Infers the author's specific/main purpose for an informational passage (to inform)
• Evaluates the author's main purpose for an informational passage (inform)  

	
	RIT 201-210:
• Evaluates validity of information in informational text

• Infers the author's viewpoint (term not used) in passages (containing one or more complex sentences) of informational text 
• Evaluates the author's viewpoint or attitude in informational text using complex sentences and difficult vocabulary 
• Analyzes when the author's purpose is to inform in informational text 
• Infers the author's specific/main purpose for an informational passage (to inform) 

	
	RIT 191-200:
• Determines author's validity using information supplied in informational text (1-3 paragraphs containing complex sentences) 
• Infers the author's purpose (term not used) in writing an informational passage (persuasive) 
• Infers the author's specific purpose (term not used) for an informational passage (to inform)  

	
	RIT 181-190:
• Evaluates the author's viewpoint or attitude in informational text 
• Infers the author's specific purpose for writing a complex informational text 
• Infers the author's specific purpose (term not used) for an informational passage (to inform) 


	Lesson Title: Kalākaua – What Information is True?

	Standard/Concept for All:
LA 7.2.3: Evaluate the adequacy and accuracy of an author's evidence in support of his or her main points or argument
LA 8.2.3: Draw conclusions about the reliability of information in a text after considering author's credentials
LA 11.2.1: Use a variety of criteria (e.g., clarity, accuracy, author's bias, use of persuasion) to evaluate information
LA 12.2.1: Use a variety of criteria (e.g., effectiveness of organization, logic, propaganda techniques, authenticity, appeal to audience) to evaluate information

	

	Introduction: (Get Attention; Connect to Prior Knowledge)
Do you believe everything you read?  Why or why not?  How do you know if information you read is true?  What sorts of things can you look for to tell if the words you’re reading are from a reliable source?

	

	For Students Ready for a Challenge: 
Lesson/Activity: Same as below
Resources:  Assign articles at the most appropriate Lexile level.
Means of Assessment:

- Look for more sophisticated explanations in the answers to the questions


	For Most Students:
Lesson/Activity:

Note: In the document “David Kalakaua – Reading – Evaluating Resources” the article titled “David Kalakaua: Brief History” has multiple intentional errors.  It also has no source information, which should lead students to question whether it can be believed.
- Assign students to read the “David Kalakaua: Brief History” article and one or two other articles that are at the most appropriate Lexile levels for each.

- Ask:

    - How do the articles compare to the book?

    - For each article, what clues are there that tell you whether or not the

       information is from a reliable source?

    - If you find facts that are different, how do you determine which is 

      correct?
    - Why do you think each article was written?  What was the author’s 

      intent?

    - Which sources do you trust?  Why?
Resources:

- David Kalākaua by Ruby Hasewaga Lowe
- Copies of articles from “David Kalakaua – Reading – Evaluating Resources”
Means of Assessment: Response to questions


	For Students Needing Extra Support:
Lesson/Activity:  Same as above
Resources:  Assign articles at the most appropriate Lexile level.  For some students, you may need to break the articles into shorter chunks (1-3 paragraphs).
Means of Assessment:  Response to questions


	

	Closure/Summary for All:
Ask students to summarize characteristics of a reliable source.
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